Look what was under our tree! new Buick station wagon, gift the National Ameri- 
Legion Auxiliary the B.L. Spann Post 188 (insert upper right). Immediate past 
national president, American Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. Campbell, Homer La., hands Joe 
Martinez, local post commander, keys the station wagon. 

(Left right) Mrs. Johansen, Mrs. Angell, New Orleans, department president, Dr. F.A. 
Johansen, Kitty Boudreaux, president local unit and Aline Stribbling, chairman, Camp- 
bell gas project, smile their approval. (story page 
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Greeting For the New Year, 1953 


Medical Officer Charge the 
U.S. Public Health Service Hospital 
Carville, this last opportunity 
eddress New Year’s Greetings the 
readers THE STAR, When the 1953 
spring comes, shall leaving Car- 
ville after nearly wonderfully busy 
having reached the age man- 
datory retirement from the Public 
Health Service. 

long and very pleasant tour 
duty covers period encompassing near- 
the whole Carville’s story thus far 
Federal institution, All the years 
since 1921 when the Stars and Stripes 
first unfurled over the hospital were 
indeed interesting ones for Carville be- 
cause each added some measure pro- 
gress our work behalf the pa- 
tients. New knowledge, new techniques, 
new attitudes brought about 
shift the hospital’s focus, from one 
very long term custodial care more 
rehabilitative concept, leveling the 
patient leaving the hospital after com- 
paratative short number years 
treatment. Among our patients hope 
has replaced resignation, and the en- 
couragement contributing progress 
constitutes ever present stimulus 
the staff. 

When the Federal 
chased the hospital property from the 
State ‘Louisiana years ago, there 
were patients here. Dr. Oswald 
Denney, the first Medical Officer 
Charge, with the help resident phy- 
sician and the Sisters Charity, who 
had been Carville since 1896, began 
planning series improvements 
the property. They placed major em- 
the patients individuals liv- 
ing community. Therefore, facilities 
for recreation, social, and religious ac- 
tivities received immediate attention. 
the same time, clinical investigations 
the disease and the study the effec- 
chaulmoogra oil treating 
were intensified. 1923, dental 
care program under the direction 
Dr. Bernard Prejean was under way. 
Dr. Prejean who still with has con- 
tributed importantly all aspects 
Corville’s growth. 

The year 1925 brought very visible 
manifestions interest Carville 
the part people outside the hospital. 
1926, the Sixth District Medical So- 
ciety held its annual meeting 

Meanwhile the staff continued its ef- 
forts improve the administration 
chaulmoogra oil, which was very diffi- 
for some patients take. Our In- 
firmary was completed 1935, the year 
Dr. Hasseltine became Medical 
Officer Charge. 

when the patient population 
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stood 370, sulfonilimide 
forerunner the encouraging progress 
began notice within half decade. 

building pregram 1940 materi- 
the facilities essential 
and expanded services. 

Julv 1919, Dr. Guy Faget 
Charge. December that year re- 
quest was for supply one 
new sulfone drugs, then under study 
for its effectiveness against tuberculosis 
for experimental use this hospital, 
drug intravenously for the first time the 
following March. November 1943 
reperted sulfone therapy the 
encouraging 
ment ever undertaken this hospital. 
Although the new drugs worked slowly, 
most the patients taking them experi- 
enced improvements their general 
health, well the conditions re- 
sulting directly from the disease, The 
healing stubborn ulcers, for example, 
allowed significant number patients 
engage social and occupational ac- 
tivities which they were unable per- 
form heretofore. 

1948, the year after became Medi- 
cal Officer Charge, were pleased 
welcome Carville several groups 
outstanding leprolegists from all parts 
the world, most whom were 
route from the Fifth International 
Congress Leprosy held Havana, 
During that meeting, most the 
delegates from the countries repre- 
accented the sulfones the 
“treatment choice” for Hansen’s dis- 
ease. 

the clinical side our work main- 
tained its optimistic trend, the commun- 
ity facet the hospital was studied and 
improved, Surveys social histories, 
scholastic levels and 
periences the patients provided the 
for nlanning the present commun- 
itv activities program, which includes 
facilities for wide range educational 
recreational activities under the di- 
rection fully qualified professional 
personnel. 

time passed, saw the beneficial 
effects the new drugs permit hereto- 
rehabilitative 
dures plastic and orthopedic surgery. 
the hands highlighted 1950, when the 
hospital’s departments were being ex- 


vice, occupational and manual 
arts therapy. 1951 welcomed many 
were physicians and nurses. 

Side side with this 


gress, Carville have observed with 
interest the development new atti- 
tude the the part 
the general public. more tolerant and 
rational view based scientific find- 
ings replaces the emotional anxiety and 
traditionally surrounding 
dark unknown. Much the credit for 
this advance belongs the different 
national organizations that have taken 
active interest our program Car- 
ville—notably the American Legion, its 
Women’s Auxiliary, the and and 
many others, including the Lions Club 
which 1952 published picture book- 
let the hospital, and last but not 
least, the patients themselves and THE 
STAR. 

have come long way the man- 
agement Hansen’s disease over the 
but years. Without exaggera- 
tion, can say that today Carville 
ranks highly among the best institutions 
its kind the world. Nevertheless 
some very fundamental aspects the 
problems involved our work—such 
the mode transmission the disease— 
still remain unknown, While 
fone drugs have supplanted chaulmoo- 
gra oil treatment, they may not 
regarded specific remedies. There 
fore, the search goes for quicker act- 
ing therapeutic agents, especially those 
having demonstrable bactericidal effect 
acid-fast organisms. 

the year 1952 becomes history, 
here Carville count 
with sincere appreciation—grateful for 
the gains achieved far, hopeful that 
1953 will closer the answers 
seek. 


Speaking behalf the staff and 
for myself, want pay tribute our 
patients whose confidence and coopera- 
tion enables carry our work for- 
ward, the Officers the Public 
Health Service, Federal Security Agency 
for their encouragement and support 
and Carville’s many, many friends all 
over the globe whose interest the hos- 
pital perennial inspiration and in- 
centive us. 

Mrs, Johansen joins wishing 
the readers THE STAR very happy 
healthful 1953. 


Frederick Johansen, M.D. 
Medical Director, USPHS 
Medical Charge 


‘ 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


World 
Set For 1953 


For physicians and all scientists spe- 
cializing the field Hansen's dis- 
ease, and for all who are interested 
this world-wide health and social prob- 
lem, the year 1953 holds great 
ancy, because will highlighted 
two international conferences. Octo- 
ber, the Sixth International Leprosy 
Congress will meet Madrid, and 
November, medical missionaries and 
other Christian workers from almost all 
parts the world will meet Luck- 
now, India. The I.L.C, meets once 
every five years and the Christian work- 
ers conference India will the first 
its kind ever held. doubt 
many will plan attend both confer- 
ences and likely the dates will 
arranged accordingly. 

The Madrid Congress sponsored 
the Spanish and the Inter- 
national Leprosy Association. Dr. 
Windsor Wade, Culion, Philippines, 
president the I.LA., and Dr. Ernest 
Muir, London, secretary, Dr. Muir 
has visited Spain confer with the lo- 
cal organizing committee Madrid. 
The Organization Commission for the 
Congress Madrid headed Dr. 
Gerardo Clavero, director the Nation- 
School Health, and its secretary 
Dr. Felix Contreras, medical superin- 
tendent the Fontilles Colony-Sanator- 

Therapy, epidemiology and control, 
pathology, immunology 
and classification are among the sub- 
jects that have been mentioned for sec- 
tional discussions the Congress. 

assumed that the social problems 
Hansen’s disease, particularly nomen- 
clature, will receive sober consideration, 
for other illness are the medical 
and social problems disease com- 
pletely inter-dependent they are 
so-called leprosy. Indeed, was the 
Fourth International Congress held 
Cairo 1938, that aptly concluded, 
“In order that leprosy may dealt 
with successfully comprehensive 
scale and before any large proportion 
early cases will come voluntarily for ex- 
amination, there must change 
the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control 
leprosy will depend for its success 
educated public opinion.” This recom- 
mendation some fifteen years ago was 
meaningful, although that time there 
was little nothing offer patients 
the way effective treatment. Today, 
with effective therapeutic measures 
vailable and the promise even better 
ones the offing, the new social ap- 
proach Hansen’s disease funda- 


necessity. 

The international Christian workers 
wide interest. will held under the 
auspices two Protestant mission or- 
ganizations devoted exclusively Han- 
sen’s disease, the American Missions, 
Inc., 156 Fifth Ave, New York, and the 
Lendon Mission, According Eu- 
gene Kellersberger, general secretary 
the American Missions, the general pur- 
pese the Lucknow conference 
discover how political, idealogical, eco- 
nomic, and Christian forces may bring 
more effectively more 
those with Hansen’s disease, 

Pointing out that recent advances 
medical treatment, the discovery new 
drugs, and the increasing concern 
governments the eradication Han- 
sen’s disease throughout the world has 
made such conference necessary, Dr. 
Kelllersberger said: 

“We must now re-evaluate our work,” 
asserted, attempt determine 
precisely the contribution that 
Christian leprosy work should make, 
its true function missionary calling 
present medical, political and economic 
situation.” 

Tentative subjects for papers 
read the conference include: The 
Place Work the Whole Medi- 
cal Approach Particular Region; 
The Place Work the Whole 
Christian Ministry; The Revolution 
the Treatment HD; The Sulfones, 
and D.D.S., particular, Greater 
Challenge Christian Medical Work; 
Asylums Versus Christian Public Health 
Centers; Work and Governments. 


Sulfones for Santals (STAR 
1952) the story which told about Car- 
ville patients providing funds pur- 
chase quantity new drugs for 
group patients India was consid- 
ered wire worthy the Associated 
Press. 

woman Lake Charles read the 
AP’s condensation the story the 
New Orleans Times-Picayune and sent 
her check for one hundred dollars 
contribution this project. Several 
other smaller contributions have been 
received and second order for sulfone 
drugs will placed with the Bengal 
Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works, 
mission station Mirzachowki. There 
the Mirzachowki station and they have 
not had the new medicines. The Santals 
are aboriginal tribe India. 


NEW LEGISLATION 
FOR NEW CONGRESS 


The big news from Washington 
that Claude Pepper has become general 
counsel for the American Federation 
the Physically Handicapped, this 
united man and organization which 
have made great contributions toward 
replacing the ancient, outmoded laws, 
which treat crime rather than 
illness, with new modern legislation. 

was 1949 the request Thel- 
Thompson Slayden, Thomaston, 
Ga., that Mr, Pepper, who was then 
United States Senator from Florida, in- 
troduced the national bill, which 
had been prepared Colonel 
Rarey, Decatur, Ga. This bill was the 
first the subject introduced into 
Congress since 1917, when the regula- 
tions now force were enacted, The 
proposed new legislation recognized the 
needs the person with for prompt 
diagnosis and treatment without fear 
penalty, economic security through vo- 
cational training and rehabilitation, and 
compensation for those 
caps prevent their employment. The 
legislation also recognized the needs 
the patient and the public for edu- 
cational program and provided for 
national advisory committee 
search the illness. 


Committee hearings were held the 
bill that year and the attitude the 
Committee Labor and Public Wel- 
fare seemed favorable new leg- 
islation, but official report was not 
made before Congress adjourned, After 
Mr. Pepper left the Senate, the fight 
obtain the new legislation was carried 
Washington the AFPH and its 
president, Paul Strachan. 1951, Mr. 
Strachan convinced Senator James 
Murray (D-Mont.), chairman the 
Committee Labor and Public Wel- 
fare, the merits the legislation and 
sponsored the Senate, while 
Representative Percy Priest (D- 
Tenn.) introduced the bill into the 
House. There was considerable emer- 
gency legislation considered that 
year and our bill again was not reported 
out committee. 

Now that Mr. Pepper and Mr. Strac- 
han are again aligned, believe that 
there will new and better opportun- 
ities for the passage our bill. 
therefore time re-evaluate the legis- 
lation, first proposed five years ago, 
placing the those 
points which time have 
marked more necessary. Then the 
new bill will have introduced into 
Congress and with the help Senator 
Murray, Representative Priest, and our 
other supporters, look forward 
favorable committee report 
ment into law this year. 


— 


Nostalgia And Some Thoughts 


The hush-hush traditionally 
ated with so-called leprosy 
out into the open and exposed the 
light never before when Gertrude 
Hornbostel (above) was admitted 
this hospital for treatment June, 
1946. The pleas her husband, Major 
Hans Hornbostel, survivor the 
Bataan death march, live with her 
here focused international attention 
Carville, and result millions peo- 
ple gained new and better understand- 
ing Hansen’s disease. 

The Major lived the nearby village 
Carville, coming and out every- 
day, and during their Carville sojourn 
the courageous, trail-blazing Hornbos- 
tels were energetically concerned, put 
mildly, promoting our educational 
program Hansen’s disease. Mrs. 
Hornbostel’s health improved and 
Sept., 1949, she was given permission 
leave this hospital medical dis- 
charge for New York. 

Major and Mrs. Hornbostel have 
very attractive home 1928 Wilson 
Ave., North Belmore, Long Island, New 
York, 

Before the November STAR 
and between its pages evidence its 
ever greater accomplishment enlight- 
enment. 

Living far away from the center 
its activities and remote from all 
those who are interestingly engaged 
its publication, would bit hard 
keep myself informed were not 
for the monthly appearance THE 
STAR mailbox. 

Once while see patient just 
arrived from Carville and full the 
latest gossip and happenings. Occasion- 
ally hear from one the patients 
still under treatment the hospital, 
but the whole Hansen’s disease and 
all its troublesome implications and 
complications has become one those 
experience life which look back 
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upon another broadening chapter 
the many others which make 


were not for occasional jolts 
complacency brought sensa- 
tional headlines some newspapers and 
other publications, could almost for- 
get that was ever forced into that more 
than three years sojourn Carville, be- 
cause here life utterly different and 


normal, 


This the time year when try 
the spring are occupied with prepar- 
ing and planting our garden, sum- 
mer with weeding and watering, the 
fall with canning our produce and pre- 
paring for the deep freeze, but win- 
ter can settle down the eating 
the results and doing little fancy cook- 
ing. 

The last three years were full ones for 
us, since between home work, also 
went out great deal talk diverse 
groups people belonging many dif- 
ferent organizations that were interested 
learning all they could about Han- 
sen’s disease. usually have ques- 
tion period after most our talks. How- 
ever, must say that have had very 
few such questions are mentioned 
Mr. Whiting the November issue 
THE STAR. seems that 
ences are much more informed the 
subject. have one talk scheduled 
early this year the church Brook- 
lyn where husband’s family attended 
their lifetime and where some the 
tribe still worship. 


Talking about disseminating inform- 
ation HD, the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Co. has informative pamphlets 
many different diseases 
ditions the human body, among them 
similar pamphlet would help- 
ful, particularly prepared the 
Public Health Service, Such 
would not expensive and would pay 
for itself people knew that they could 
write for the pamphlet the Govern- 
ment Printing Office Washington, 
they can almost any subject. could 
answer the many questions that harass 
the minds the superstitious and unin- 
formed, straighten out many wrong im- 
pressions, and possibly bring many more 
Hansen’s disease patients under treat- 
ment, who now are afraid let 
known that they have who don’t 
know what wrong with them. 

hope that there someone, the 
government out, who will see the 
need for issuing such informative 
pamphlet, 

Gertrude Hornbostel 


THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT 


should like give deserved recog- 
nition and credit this column some 
the many people whe are contribu- 
ting the spread knowledge about 
through talks before groups their 
home towns. 


Miss Acel Mitchell Beta Sigma Phi 
Sorority, New Orleans, was the guest 
speaker meeting that city’s Ex- 
change Club December Her talk 
was titled “Carville, You and and ex- 
tended ideas about what the individual 
can help the patients. 


Three talks have been given Mrs. 
Leone Lightner Wichita, Kansas, dur- 
ing the past three months. The first was 
October before the Young Business 
Women’s League, where she spoke 
her visit Carville and displayed photo- 
graphs. Mrs, Lightner, who reporter 
the Wichita Eagle, 


written article announcing coming 


book review Miracle Carville. She 
offered the reviewer the use her pic- 
tures. was accepted with alacrity and 
the reviewer became guest the Y.B. 
W.L, talk. December, Mrs. Lightner 
spoke before assemblies the Sacred 
Heart High School and College. 


Mrs. Baldwin Kansas City, 
Mo., has corresponded with and become 
subscriber THE STAR that she 
may make monthly report her group 
the Budd Park Christian Church. 

Members Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 
club had opportunity October 
hear Mrs. Frank Abraham give 
report Miracle Carville. 

THE STAR supplied Mrs. Theodore 
Bauman Churubusco, Ind., with re- 
quested information for talk 
before her Literary Club, 

Thelma Thompson Slayden Thom- 
aston, Georgia, lecturer and author 
the novel, Make Haste, Beloved, 
which has Carville background, spoke 
before the Indianapolis Council 
Women November and under the 
title Turn Facts into Fiction” 
told about her experiences transfer- 
ring facts about into novel, 


Correspondence with Dr. John. 
Horan Berkeley, Calif., has brought 
news his talks before the Breakfast 
Club and Kiwanis Club that city, Dr. 
Horan and Mrs. Eunice Oneto have 
addition jointly addressed professional 
and business women’s group and 
Lions Club, both 


additional special interest re- 
port from Miss Anna Smith, stu- 
dent nurse Charity Hospital, New Or- 
leans, who says group are work- 
ing project pertaining Hansen’s 
disease for education the nurses and 
the public.” 
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Carville’s Fairy Godmother Waves 
Her Wand 


While skimming the colorful maga- 
zine ads the pre-Christmas months 
you see such fabulous gift suggestions 
television sets, refrigerators and new 
cars, with mammoth red bows them. 
Inwardly you think the pictures are 
pretty but those things just don’t come 
the traditional Christmas tree, Now 
know were wrong, for this very 
community the evening December 
witnessed just such advertise- 
ment come life. 

Our cover this month shows the beau- 
tiful new green Buick station wagon 
with red upholstery which was presented 
our B.L. Spann Post 188 the im- 
mediate past national president the 
American Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. 
Campbell Homer, La. Mrs. James 
Angell, New Orleans, department 
dent the Auxiliary, accompanied Mrs. 
Campbell Carville. Mrs. “Mom” 
Miller Shreveport flew down for the 
occasion. Other out-of-town guests 
cluded Mrs. Hattie Dayries, Mrs. Dora 
Hitzman, and Joe Darwin Baton 
Rouge. the gift enough, the 
local Unit 188, American Legion Auxil- 
iary, staged delightful party for veter- 
ans, their guests, the children and the 
visitors that memorable evening. 


This expensive but very practical gift 
new Buick station wagon from the 
national American Legion Auxiliary 
not the first but the third Buick pre- 
sented the Post during the past seven 
years, They have been used take pa- 
tients and from their homes au- 
thorized vacations and for the Sunday 
afternoon drives through the country- 
side for patients who not take vaca- 
tions. 

1945, when Mrs. Charles Gil- 
bert, Norwich, Conn., was national pres- 
dent, she conceived the idea station 
wagon for the patients’ vacations and 
another used the hospital for 
transporting our families and friends 
and from lodging places nearby the 
bus station. Funds for such purchases 
are raised contributions 
Units the nation and territories, 

was grandstand occasion when 
September, 1946, the first brand new 
Buick station wagons were parked 
home plate our local ball park. Mrs. 
Lamont Seals, Homer, La., 
commissioned Mrs. Walter Cravens, 
Charlotte, N.C., then national president, 
make the presentation. One Buick 
was turned over the Legion Mobile 
Club, Inc., our Post and the other 
the 


April 1949, Mrs. Laura Goode, 
Portland, Ore., while serving national 
president, replaced the first Buick with 
new one for the use the patients. 
The Buick given the hospital 
1916 was replaced with Country 
Squire Ford station wagon July, 1951. 
That presentation was made Mrs. 
Willis Reed, Vinita, na- 
tional president. 

With new Ford for our guests’ com- 
fortable transportation and new Buick 
for making our trips pleasant, are all 
fixed for while. However, when 
begin having tire and car trouble 
time come again will faced 
with the problem upkeep meet 
such costs the Buick. Patients have 
been paying car mile use the 
Buick their vacation trips, but this 
does not create sufficient cash above ex- 
penses for repair bills. Very recently, 
with the approval Mrs. Camp- 
bell and Dr. F.A, Johansen, the mileage 
rate for patients’ travel has been reduced 
car mile for long trips, For 
time, probably the rest this year, 
until some other arrangements can 
made, funds from the 
project will used for needed repairs 
and tires. This arrangement will make 
the gas fund service all patients 
using the Buick. Formerly the gas fund 
was used only for the Sunday rides and 
couple emergency trips for patients 
need help. According report, 
prepared Aline Stribbling, Vice-Presi- 
dent the B.L. Spann Unit 188, who 
carried the National News 
the American Legion Auxiliary (Dec. 
1952) contributions the gas fund to- 
taled $7,005.24. 

welcome new addition our rec 
hall the brand new Wurlitzer juke 
box now being installed. This up-to- 
the-minute music maker the generous 
gift the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Department Kansas, will replace 
the old one which the national auxiliary 
bought 

When the first station wagons were 
presented here the late Dr. G.H. Faget 
was Medical Officer Charge, 
acceptance speech spoke the Auxil- 
iary Carville’s godmother.” All 
these years later still feel the 
most appropriate description 
hard-working, generous women the 
American Legion Auxiliary. 


your friends and neighbors, place 
your local library. 


CARVILLE KEYNOTES FREEDOM 


Freedom word which patients 
Carville readily respond. Decem- 
ber, Carville patients joined their mil- 
lions fellow American citizens 
contributing build stations for Radio 
Free Europe. Mrs, Clara Gilmore, Ad- 
ministrative Assistant, was chairman for 
this hospital and Freedom-Grams were 
circulated the community under the 
sponsorship the Spann Post and 
Unit 188 the American Legion. 

Commenting Carville’s share 
the Crusade for Freedom, Mr. Edgar 
Sowar, Baton Rouge chairman, had this 
say, find most gratifying indeed, 
not only the very large number 
Freedom-Grams signed, but 
quite substantial cash contributions vol- 
untarily given toward this wonderful 
movement. The percentage contribu- 
tion-wise was the largest received from 
any group organization this area.” 


Dr. R.V. Wardekar, Secretary the 
Gandhi Memorial Leprosy Foundation 
India, was Carville for few days 
Before returning India, 
Dr. Wardekar planned visit 
stitutions Hawaii and Japan and 
other countries. 


Defense” was the topic cho- 
sen Dr. Arthur Choppin the Col- 
lege Chemistry and Physics, Louisiana 
State University, Baton Rouge, when 
spoke here January 21, Dr. Choppin’s 
talk was one series Town Hall 
meetings held here this season under 


the auspices the Point Clair Lions 
Club, 


BATON ROUGE 


Shop 


Phone 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 
General Merchants 
Fancy Groceries, 

Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient Courteous Service 
Carville, Louisiana 


January 
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Vocational Rehabilitation 


M.O. Ekern, Director 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
Dept. Public Instruction 


Territory Hawaii 


Mr, Ekern (center) comparing notes with Thomas Rick- 
man, Jr., Carville’s Director Community Activities (right) 
and W.K. Fogleman, office Vocational Rehabilitation, 


Baton Rouge. 


This picture was taken November 16, 1949, when Mr. 
Ekern visited Carville while tour the mainland 


study rehabilitation techniques. 


Mr. Ekern, native Wisconsin and 
graduate Stout Industrial Art In- 
stitute, has been for sixteen 
years. Prior his present post, which 
was appointed 1945, taught 
industrial arts. Long interested re- 
habilitation, Mr, Ekern was 
choice initiate such program 
Hale Mohalu, the new hos- 
pital for Hansen’s disease. Hale Mohalu 
Pearl City eleven miles from the 
city Honolulu and this facil- 
ity, opened October 1949, that 
Hawaii sends its new cases for 
been transferred there from Kalaupapa 
Settlement the Island Molokai. 
Ed. 
special grant $3,300 from the 
Office Vocational Rehabilitation for 
the fourth quarter fiscal year 1951 
permitted the Territorial Vocational 
Rehabilitation Service begin pro- 
gram vocational rehabilitation for 
Hansen’s disease patients confined 
Hale Mohalu. 
Activity began April 1952, when 
counselor the Honolulu vocational 
rehabilitation office was 
work with doctors and administrators 
Hale Mohalu develop effective 
in-hospital program counseling, guid- 
ance and training. 


1953 


With the conscientious efforts and 
cooperation the adminstrator and the 
hospital staff, realistic approach 
the problems vocational planning for 
long-confined patients who had dim 
outlook their social and economic 
usefulness the outside community 
began take form. Through patience 
and diligence, sparks interest and 
new hope began permeate through 
“dead-pan” expressions hopelessness. 

the end June 1952, twenty-five 
patients had received some benefit from 
vocational 
Twelve this number were receiving 
training, either correspondence 
tutor and five had been successfully re- 
habilitated and were working equal 
competition with other workers. 

present twenty-two patients are 
receiving training through the Vocation- 
general clerk accounting 
eration and air conditioning sewing 
remedial work auto mechanic 
addition, two are the process 
selective job placement. 

The processes training Hale 


Mohalu are varied and ingenuity 


the password planning and coordin- 
ating all the services and facilities avail- 
able. For example: The accounting and 
general clerical students receive tutoring 


Hale Mohalu 


instructions three full days week from 
visiting The students re- 
medial work receive instructions from 
the regular teacher Hale Mohalu. 
The refrigeration students divide their 
time between correspondence courses, 
practical, supervised work the repair 
hospital equipment, and tutorial in- 
struction. Students the sewing class 
spend three half days weekly draft- 
ing, designing, and sewing, with related 
instruction garment manufacturing 
methods, all under the instruction and 
supervision tutor who also pro- 
prietor sewing school Honolulu. 

When there demand for particu- 
lar type training, the Vocational Re- 
habilitation Service especially inter- 
ested assisting any way possible 
provide that service. This kind in- 
struction may cost little more than 
ordinary instruction methods, but the 
difference between outlook hope- 
lessness and one anticipation far over- 
shadows the few extra dollars spent. 

total $8,371.73 was expended 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1952, for the rehabilitation program 
Hale Mohalu. only one patient were 
transferred from dependency inde- 
pendency with this expenditure 
money, the value received human 
economics would great that the 
cost would 

the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Service feel privileged have the op- 
portunity working with people like 
the patients Hale Mohalu. 

Editor’s note: Congratulations Mr, 
Ekern and his associates and the 
Territorial Board Health for com- 
bining forces and translating ideas into 
working program, High praise should 
ing director the Territory’s Division 
Hospitals and Settlement. Mr, Judd 
took particular interest setting 
rehab program aimed useful and 
remunerative employment patients 
including vocational training, employer 
education and job placement well 
mental hygiene for patients involved. 
fact Mr, Judd was instrumental pro- 
moting the establishment Hale Mo- 
halu, which its short existence has 
already won world-wide acclaim. 
letter the President the 7th Gene- 
ral Assembly the United Nations 
(Sept. 20, 1952) Mr. Raoul Follereau, 
Paris, director Mission France 
“Hale Mohalu Hawaii offers 
example which deserves stressed 
and followed.” 

greener grass the other pas- 
ture but certainly Hale Mohalu’s in- 

(continued page col. 
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Santa has quite load and some 
the lovely elves who made the gifts 
(possible) try get the wagon into the 
elevator start the round distribu- 
ting the presents. 


Although Mae Fitzgerald 
Soup girls weren’t able 
make the Carville, did get 
picture Mae looking over the pile 
gifts her group had wrapped and read- 
ied for shipment. 


Master ceremonies George McQueen, 
New Orleans, introduces guests 
r.) Edith Brust and Edith Holmes from 
Chicago, and McCormick from 
Destrehan. Later the evening, Mr. 
McQueen sang chorus his song, 
Fool Love,” which current re- 
vival. 


Representatives the ESSO Com- 
pany pass out souvenir pens during the 
evening. Here, along with Mike Acosta, 
right, they present one Joey Guer- 
rero. 


Jerry Hirsch (left) manager the 
New Orleans branch the American 
Guild Variety Artists, and emcee 
George McQueen (right) were snapped 
with local lights, Joey and Stanley Stein. 
Jerry, former member the Borah 
Minnevitch group, drew his harmonica 
out retirement solo with the or- 
chestra and then soft-shoed number 
during the evening. 


have been Christmas 
without Kelly Rand, with his gracious 
personality and glorious voice. Kelly not 
only sang few solos but led the com- 
munity singing Christmas carols, then 
spent the rest the night going from 
table table renewing friendships 
made previous visits, singing phrase 
song for this group and few lines 
from another for others. 


THE STAR’s seventh annual Christmas 
was probably gayer and more entertaining 
seven the evening, the first guests bega 
decorated winter wonderland, 
caroling under the faint light 
walls, and snow banked against the windo 
decorations was found right here the 
magnolia leaves, which were painted 
glitter. Boughs evergreen covered with 
covered moss from the oak trees framed the 

The decorators who contributed their plar 
the achieving this setting were Bar 
Fred Hon, Joey Guerrero, George 

Dancing was the theme for the 
his band, through the courtesy the 
American Federation Musicians; and duri 
was provided acts from the New Orleans 


co-operation the American Guild Varie 


Photos J.P. Harris 
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Sidelights 


tmas party, given for the entire community, 
this year than ever before. about 
arrive the ballroom, which was 
with centerpiece snowmen 
street lamps, snowflakes the 
panes. Much the material for the 
with sprays being made from 
white and enlivened with 
with snow formed the backdrop and snow- 
the stage and doorways. 

heir planning, execution, and ingenuity 
Jerris, Arthur Gibson, Peggy 
Armour Quetel, and Willie Bell. 
music Claiborne Williams and 
Music Performance Trust Fund the 
ind during the intermission, 


Orleans nightclubs, furnished through 


riety Artists, 


‘Text Richards 


Bozo, the clown from the Shrine cir- 
cus, grabbed partner for short fling, 
before deserting her for the next pretty 
girl Later, stopped the show 
with his strip-tease performance. 


Young and cute Flo Fields 
herself breathless our waxed 
floors, and ventriloquist 
Phil D’rey put delightful, and 
times hilarious, series skits with his 
little characters. 


Contorsionist Eddie Haley has become 
local favorite during his several ap- 
old sock and spectacular 
his routine. The demand for encores 
brought him back jitterbug speci- 
ality. 


Long, long ago Claiborne Williams, 
who had one the leading bands the 
South, used visit Carville play for 
dances and also teach some our 
residents play the piano. was his 
son George whose orchestra played for 
the Christmas dancing, and said, 
was like old home week for him, 
used visit with his dad, Father son, 
the Claiborne Williams’ music contin- 
ues among the best. 


There was capacity crowd attending 
the party, and not only the hometown 
folk but the visitors, too, found the mus- 
and entertainment, including the in- 
timate songs Cynthia Hayes (not 
pictured) the superlative class. 


Mom Miller sat down our press- 
room typewriter, the midst the ac- 
tivities, and banged out feature story 
for the Shreveport Journal. Said Mrs. 
Miller, Christmas calendar, 
brimful gay activities, was lengthened 
and strengthened 1952. was mir- 
acle and magic, was legend become 
was dreams come 
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Proceed Wide Scale 


The most important scientific devel- 
last year, from our point 
came February with the an- 
the remarkable results 
from the use new anti- 
tuberculosis drugs, isonicotinic acid hy- 
drazide, series niacin-related chemi- 
cals. Announcements the lay press, 
bordering the sensational, were con- 
premature and em- 
scientists working with the 
drugs, customary first report 
such findings professional journals 
papers presented before profession- 
groups, However, the success the 
new drugs tuberculosis patients 
several institutions New York, where 
they had been under trial for about 
months, was startling and dramatic 
could not kept secret. There was 
talk the time, and apparently from 
authoritative sources, that the new drugs 
were specific for tuberculosis, and rev- 
olutionary changes the treatment 
and management that disease were 
predicted. 

The Hansen bacillus, the organism 
generally accepted the causative agent 
Hansen’s disease, and the tubercule 
bacillus, belong the same family, 
and has been said many times that 
and when specific found for tuber- 
likely that will have the same curative 
results Hansen’s disease. was 
foregone conclusion that workers and 
patients with Hansen’s disease would 
vitally interested trials the new 
drugs, and THE STAR (March 1952) 
posed the question, “Is This It?” 

Now almost year later, are still 
asking, and there definite answer. 
But there some information. The 
nearest thing answer has come 
from scholarly Dr. Fernando Latapi, 
prominent Mexican dermatologist, and 
group his associates, who reported 
the results obtained two hospitals 
Mexico City and Guadalajara treat- 
ing cases Hansen’s disease for 
months with INH justify the 
tion and widening the study, accord- 
ing Science News Letter, 

The report was made the annual 
meeting the American Society 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, held 
Galveston, Texas, November, 1952, 
paper Dr. Latapi and Dr. Obdu- 
lia Rodriguez Mexico City, Dr. Jose 
Barba Rubio Guadalajara, and Dr. 
Santiago Castro Estrado the Squibb 
Institute Medical Research, New 
Brunswick, N.J. The drug used was 
Squibb’s brand INH. 

Thirteen the patients studied 


had the skin type Hansen’s disease, 
All showed improvement. Nodules 
the skin size and numbers. 
some they almost disappeared. 
New ones did not develop. Laboratory 
examination tissue samples after 
treatment showed reduction 
number Hensen bacilli present in- 
fected tissue, the physicians stated. The 
one patient who failed respond 
INH therapy had the type the dis- 
ease known nerve 
type, wes explained, There were 
toxic reactions from the drug 
few reactions the disease that oc- 
cured were mild that they were 
problem. The patients lost little 
weight during the first weeks treat- 
ment but most them subsequently 
more than they lost. 


Mexican doctors was the first paper 
the use INH Hansen’s disease giv- 
before any medical meeting. How- 
ever, INH one the experimental 
drugs the current clinical evaluation 
studies the Leonard Wood Memorial. 
understand being tried alone 
and combination with one the sul- 
fones patients the three coun- 
tries, Japan, Philippines, and South 
Africa, where tests are being 
the Memorial’s clinical evaluation stud- 
ies. the Memorial’s working clinical 
conference consultants and Hansen- 
ologists engaged this study (first ser- 
ies) was that short experi- 
ence with INH showed that does not 
have rapid effect the number 
acidfasts smears. However, 
continuation the second 
was recommended. 

The Memorial’s working clinical con- 
ference was held Japan September 
one the participants, Dr. 
Davison, medical superintendent the 
Westfort institution, Pretoria, 
South Africa, his way the confer- 
ence was interviewed Cape Town 
from which story datelined Sept. 
1952, said, “He (Dr. Davison) will take 
with him reports remarkable cures 
South Africa with sulfones used com- 
bination with isonicotinic acid.” 

From Japan itself, datelined Tokyo, 
October 22, the Kyodo News Agency re- 
norted, “An official Japanese (HD) 
Sanatorium has reported 
sults the treatment (HD) with the 
new enti-tuberculosis drug, isonicotinic 
acid Prof, Kazuo Saiwaka 
said tests were made 
since last March. Five them have re- 
covered completely and the disease has 
been stoppd the others, asserted.” 


The newspaper reports given above 
sound exaggerated. They have not been 
verified. But fact that trials 
INH the treatment Hansen’s dis- 
ease are proceeding rather wide 
scale. They are being employed 
hospitals Nigeria and and 
under arrangement Dr. Eugene 
Kellersberger, general secretary the 
American Missions, and Dr. Harry Most, 
New York University, Rimafon, one 
the forms INH compounds, has 
been sent Caluquembe Angola. 
There will tested patients 
under the direction Dr, Rodolphe 
The same drug also being 
sent Hoffman-LaRoche Laboratories 
Singapore, Hong Kong, and the Belgian 
Congo. 

INH preparations have been tried 
patients the Territory Hawaii. 
understand these trials began last 
summer. Carville, where sulfone ther- 
apy was born (treatment choice for 
HD) the INH preparations are also be- 
ing experimentally used, 


There are those who believe that un- 
less can proved that INH has the 
power destroy the Hansen’s bacillus 
(bactericidal) doubtful that these 
anti-TB drugs will 
therapy. The present view seems 
that INH inhibits the growth the 
fones have been credited with the same 
action. However, Dr. Grunberg, 
scientist associated with Hoffman- 
LaRoche, one the pharmaceutical 
that pioneered producing INH 
preparations, has pointed out that the 
difference between drug that 
tericidal and bacteriostatic delicate 
subject.” The theory that the germs 
are inhibited disarmed they can 


‘longer cause infection. 


The most hopeful sign that top- 
flight scientists with some the phar- 
maceutical firms are turning their atten- 
tion specifically systematic investi- 
gation the chemotherapy 

THE STAR 
with many tuberculosis sanatoria and 
articles these publications 
note that while the first glowing reports 
INH the treatment have 
not been generally substantiated there 
still optimism about and belief from 
some physicians that the effectiveness 
INH the treatment will in- 
more learned about its use, 
combination with other 
drugs. The same might well true 
the HD. 
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(Vocational Rehabilitation 


hospital rehab program sets example 
for hospitals throughout the world, 
including Carville. Perhaps should 
say especially Carville, because 
gram that kind has long been one 
our needs and has been talked about 
and tossed about for long time. 

Veterans hospitalized here 
weys taken the lead pressing for re- 
hab measures, and they have not asked 
for themselves only but for all patients. 
Way back the early thirties agenda 
the local American Legion Post con- 
tained this item. “Some effort voca- 
tional training should made .... with 
one two exceptions jobs are being 
held patients which provide any 
training which would enable them 
resume useful job society upon dis- 
charge, 

1917 Veterans Administration 
ficials made survey Carville and 
some veterans were given advisement 
and guidance counselling. And then, 
quote respresentative the American 
Legion National Field Service, “prob- 
lems began develop fast and furious.” 
How was the necessary equipment for 
training obtained? Was the 
furnish same the Public Health Ser- 
vice? Who was furnish instructors 
and supervisors, etc? boiled down 
this: Any rehab program Carville 
would have worked out between 
the PHS and the VA, the Washington 
level, and would have for all in- 
terested patients, not just the veterans. 
Conferences were held but the red tape 
was not unraveled. 


Thomas Rickman, local Director 
sentatives from the office education, 
Washington, discussed with patients and 
staff here methods for setting re- 
habilitation program. 
tives emphasized that things were only 
the “talking stage.” this meeting 
was suggested that plan devel- 
oped give patients the opportunity 
receive training during their hospitali- 
zation. few Carville patients have had 
vocational rehabilitation training, but 
after leaving the community, using 
some more precious time out their 
lives that could have been put earn- 
ing living. One patient proposed the 
shop idea where patients could “learn 
while they earned.” this community 
there need for services such radio 
repair, cleaning watch 
and clock repairing, photography and 
many services, some which are now 
maintained patients their own 
initiative, but most which could 
improved under qualified 
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Vatican Adopts Modern Term 
Commending Survey 


World Survey Catholic Leprosy 
Work, Case Study Christian Tech- 
nical Co-operation, Raphael Brown, 
Franciscan Tertiary Washington, 
D.C., published last June The Mis- 
sion Press the Divine World Fathers, 
some hitherto unknown data. 

The survey has been given 
the daily press and re- 
ligious periodicals and has brought its 
author many letters commendation, 
one from the Vatican. Expressing the 
gratitude Pope Pius XII for gift 
covy World Survey, Monsignor Gia- 
vanni Montini, Substitute-Under- 
Secretary State the Holy See, wrote, 
“The Supreme Pontiff trusts that the 
survey will serve stimulate public in- 
terest the beneficent work being done 
through the Church supply the needs 
those who have been stricken with 
Hansen’s felt that the 
phraseology used the Vatican letter 
was especially significant, inasmuch 
adopted the modern term 
disease. 

While the historical misnomer ap- 
pears the title the survey, the term 
Hansen’s disease used throughout the 
book, and its usage urged. fore- 
word the booklet, The Reverend 
Frederick McGuire, C.M., Executive 
Secretary, Mission Secretariat, says, “It 
perly called Hansen’s disease, will cease 
inspire fear people. Such fear 
unintelligent and ridiculous light 
our present knowledge the disease.... 
Let honestly scientific and 
Hansen’s disease.” 

Among those quoted the booklet 
Carville’s own Sister Catherine Sulli- 
van, Visitatrix, Daughters Charity 
St. Vincent Paul, who spent years 
duty here. Sister Catherine one 
the pioneer proponents modern no- 
menclature, 

Brown pays tribute THE 
STAR which calls, stimulating 
magazine the forefront this educa- 
tional campaign which will eventually 
succeed abolishig the words ‘leper’ 
and together with all their un- 
just and untrue connotations.” 

“The Mr. Brown asserts, “is 
crueler than the bacillus,” and cites 
the book Miracle Carville stir- 


individual case-history the suf- 


fering caused the ‘leper’ stigma.” 
Mr. Brown spent over year collect- 

ing data for his World Survey. Ques- 

tionnaires were sent mission stations 


around the world. From this co-operz- 
tive effort came authentic information 
and statistics. 

The number cases Hansen’s dis- 
ease the world was estimated 
4,052,494 and this number the survey 
showed only 418,000 are currently re- 
ceiving medical treatment Govern- 
ment, Catholic and Protestant 
Estimates, all which are approximate, 
list India with 1,200,000 having the 
highest number cases. 

The survey notes that 129 orders and 
congregations priests, brothers, and 
nuns are engaged work, ad- 
dition the secular clergy. Secular 
clergy serve chaplains Hansen- 
aria. Among the groups sisters, the 
Daughters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul serve private and government 
hospitals, including Carville where they 
have been nursing duty since 1896, 
two years after this hospital 
tablished. 

Sections the booklet are devoted 
names and addresses organizations en- 
gaged work, including secular 
and religious groups (Catholic and Pro- 
Catholic, Protestant and Government, 
lists over 300 institutions, There 
directory orders, list films and 
list periodicals. THE STAR listed 
among the periodicals available 
monthly magazine intense 
interest and importance all leprosy 
workers throughout the world.” 

The World Survey necessarily sta- 
tistical, but not lacking human 
interest. Topics discussed include, the 
sulfone revolution, conditions and prob- 
lems, social welfare, christian occupa- 
tional therapy and others. 

special interest message pre- 
pared for the booklet The Most Rev. 
Tomas Aspe, former mission bishop 
Bolivia, and the only living member 
the Catholic hierarchy who has Han- 
sen’s disease. “The false legend 
rounding the disease,” says the bishop, 
“is the most abundant source suffer- 
ing its victims.” Bishop 
been Argentine hospital for the 
past eight years, 

consider this survey one the 
most valuable and useful contributions 
the year 1952 better and more 
intelligently sympathetic understanding 
Hansen’s disease, and recommend 
our readers. Copies the survey 
may obtained for seventy-five cents 
each from the publishers, the Mis- 
sion Secretariat, 1312 Massachusetts Ave. 
N.W., Washington, D.C, 
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Program 


American 


hospital treat Hansen’s dis- 
ease being planned American ‘Sa- 
moa. Hansen’s disease relatively new 
American Samoa. was not until 
1920 that the first case was discovered. 
the present total cases, eight 
are now the country, the other are 
treated some 700 miles away from 
home Mokogai, government Han- 
senarium Fiji, British Crown Col- 
ony. indicated their wish 
return American Samoa and 
comply with this wish that plans are 
being made begin the new program. 

Heading the new Hansen’s disease 
program American Samoa Dr. 
pele Matagi, native that country 
and the first physician there special- 
ize Hansen’s diseass. 

Dr. Matagi received his medical de- 
gree from the Central Medical School, 
Fiji, 1946, served interne 
and later resident physician the 
staff the General Hospital Ameri- 
can Samoa before going Hawaii 
May, 1952, for six months post-grad- 
uate course under the sponsorship 
the government American Samoa. 
spent five months the Hale Mohalu 
settlement near Honolulu and one 
month Kalaupapa, Molokai, 
hopes use all the knowledge and ex- 
perience gained while associated with 
the Division Hansen’s disease, Terri- 
torial Department Health. 


interview with the Honolulu 
Advertiser (Dec. 1952) just before 
returned American Samoa, Dr. Mata- 
indicated that was well aware 
that faced major challenge. 
ment Samoan patients with sulfone 
drugs has begun, but program for the 
rehabilitation patients such those 
instituted Hawaii needs devel- 
oped. Occupational therapy, vocational 
rehabilitation, recreation and entertain- 
ment for patients make them feel like 
normal people and aids their recov- 
ery,” said. 

The repatriation the American 
Samoan patients special inter- 
est because their situation was 
matter some controversy THE 
STAR several years ago, came about 
this way. 

Here Carville had patient, 
who was native Ameri- 
can Samoa. Our Samu from Samoa was 
the grandson one the Samoan 
High Chiefs and Samu kept touch 
with Samoan patients Fiji. 
carried feature story about Samu 
(STAR March 1950) which said, “He 
told the Samoans, when found 


have Hansen’s disease are picked 
and, whether they like not, sent 
off Mokogai Hansenarium. The Sa- 
moans, declares, would much rather 
sent Hale Mohalu, now, Tin- 
ian, where our navy has located Han- 
sen’s colony, Any place that under the 
American flag.” Privately, 
pressed the opinion that Samoa should 
establish its own treatment with 
Federal help done Puerto Rico, 
and passed this suggestion in- 
fluential people Samoa, pointed 
out facts about members his 
clan and other Chiefs the Samoan 
legislative body, reminding them that, 
put it, contented heart the 
root body’s comfort.” 

Some Samu’s statements THE 
STAR were challenged one the 
American Samoan patients Mokogai 
whose letter published (Mailbag Oct. 
1959) “Not one was compelled 
come here ‘when found have Han- 
sen’s disease, picked and whether 
they like not, sent off Mokogai.’ 
was one the first group patients 
who came Mokogai from American 
Samoa. was through our requesting 
constantly the government Ameri- 
can Samoa, that negotiations were then 
made with the Fiji government for our 
admittance Mokogai which the Fiji 
government kindly granted. our 
wanting Hale Mohalu Tin- 
ian also untrue, for are 
transferred from Mokogai, would 
rather sent back Pago Pago, which 
our 

THE STAR received other letters 
the subject from interested people. 
printed one two these letters. How- 
ever, view current developments, 
would seem that our Samu had the 
right slant the situation, this 
should, way, considered re- 
flection the institution Mokogai 
one under fine and humane admin- 
istration, doing splendid medical work 
and discharging from patients 
year. was recently announced that, 
“Thanks new drugs now use pa- 
tients are allowed leave Fiji hos- 
pital Mokogai after one-year nega- 
tive period, instead two years,” 

Samoan patients significant. again 
points one the vital social and 
psychological problems HD, the tra- 
ditional practice sending patients 
hundreds miles away from home, 
coercion gentle persuasion you will, 
for many, many years, often for life, 
special colony segregation center, 


CARVILLE CALLERS 


Miss Regina Pearson, who was born 
missionary parents Africa and 
spent her first eighteen 
points Catota, Angola, Portuguese 
West Africa, the map where she 
now returning doctor after study- 
ing this country Wheaton College, 
Illinois, and Woman’s Medical Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. Dr. Pearson has been as- 
signed the South African General 
Mission thirty-bed hospital which 
still being constructed and will en- 
larged later, There are fifty patients 
the community around the hospital 
who are receiving sulfone treatment. 


The honor students the College 
the Sacred Heart, Grand Coteau, La., 
visited Carville November and toured 
the community with 
Betty Thomas. The students had earned 
trip because their scholastic accom- 
plishments and chose the trip Carville 
preference all others. They were 
accompanied one their instructors, 
Miss Mary Ann Kostelnock. 

December Dr. and Mrs, Ray 
Piaskowski, Wood, Wisconsin, and 
Dr. John Davidson, Minnea- 
polis, Minnesota, visited Carville and 
toured the facilities with Dr, Grimm 
the local staff. Dr. Piaskowski Chief 
Physical Medicine, Occupational 
Therapy, and Manual Arts the 
Hospital Wood, while Dr. Davidson 
holds similar position the 
Minneapolis. They visited here the 
suggestion Pierre LeDoux, one the 
leading 
phers, who was here with his wife last 
Mr. LeDoux learned the work 
THE STAR while member the 
Louisiana and has continued 
staunch supporter since accept- 
ing post the Wood Hospital. 

Dr. H.E. Hasseltine, medical officer 
charge this hospital during the 
late 30’s, visited here with his wife 
December. 


Your school, library, doctor, nurse, 
will appreciate reading THE STAR and 
learning about Hansen’s disease. 

Won't you help subscribing for 
them 


January 
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VISITOR RETAINS INTEREST 


Ona Smith visited Carvilie about two 
years ago for more than hour 
and she hasn’t been back since. But 
don’t misunderstand. isn’t because she 
hasn’t wanted return allergic 
our southern clime. rather busy 
work schedule supervisor for the 
Communication Workers America, 
and the few days she occasionally takes 
off from her post Va., 
usually finds her drawn the opposite 
direction her family ties Brooklyn, 
Not month since Miss 
Smith visited here, however, without 
letter, few subscriptions THE 
STAR from her friends and people she 
has met casually, from 
some newspaper which has supplied 
with educational material HD. 

cannot said Miss Smith 
gained understanding from 
her visit Carville. She came enlight- 
ened and with warm feeling for her 
fellow human beings. She left with 
greater factual knowledge the illness 
sonal efforts the educational work. 
Within month she had qualified for 
membership our “Cause That’s Far 
From Lost” club number sub- 
scriptions which she had sent and 
had made her support for new national 
legislation the illness known mem- 
bers Congress. Through the months 
which have followed, her interest and 
help have not diminished, Just before 
this last Christmas, Miss Smith sent her 
present THE STAR staff the form 
enough subscriptions keep the cir- 
culation department busy for two days. 
addition, she sent funds which pro- 
Christmas gifts for 
thirty patients. 

But there much more than this ma- 
terial help which Miss Smith has given 
us. She has contributed herself—an 
energy which phenomenal but for 
which she always apologizes not being 
enough for her that she would 
like do, spirit which can only 
imagined knowing the zeal possible 
the Dodger her native 
Brooklyn, and sincerity which has 
lent encouragement when needed. 


APPRECIATIVE 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


The holidays here, everywhere else, 
are steady round hustling, bustling 
But when the tumult has died 
away, notes thanks are the order 
the New Year. FHE STAR staff here 
and now wishes express appreciation 
the many friends who made the Yule 
season bright and cheerful for all 
Carvillians. 

Voiture 340, Forty and Eight, Baton 
Rouge, has co-operated with THE 
STAR annually making our com- 
munity Christmas party success. Again 
this year, Sam Michael served chair- 
man the eggnog committee, per- 
sonally solicited the from Ba- 
ton Rouge dealers make the eggnog 
mixture sprightly and the guests peppy. 

Also following annual custom, 
Voiture 340, gave the young people 
our community cash gift. Voyageur 
Bailey presented the welcome gift be- 
half Bufford Hebert, Chef Gare. 

One Unit, sometimes one District 
the American Legion Auxiliary 
this State, furnishes homemade cookies 
served THE STAR party each 
year. This time Mrs, Ethel Primrose 
handled the arrangements and her Lake 
Charles women turned out those deli- 
cious cookies all enjoyed. 

Cash contributions help defray the 
expenses the party were received from 
the New York City Police Unit 460, 
through the efforts Mrs. Norman 
Mayer; the Ravenswood Unit 149, Chi- 
cago, through Mrs. Grace Mueller, trea- 
surer; and the San Antonio, Texas Unit 
366, through Mrs. Henry Palmie, all 
the American Legion Auxiliary. Miss 
Jennie Nelson, Maywood, and Miss 
Lulu Stull, Albion, Mich., sent personal 
contributions. 

The Alpha Beta Chapter, under the 
chairmanship Miss Joyce Parr, and 
the Alpha Chapter, under Miss 
Doris Force, both Baton Rouge Chap- 
ters Beta Sigma Phi, bought and de- 
livered gifts for more than twenty pa- 
tients Dec. 21. 

Members the Protestant congre- 

gation received cash gifts 
American Missions New York City. 
The envelopes were distributed the 
resident minister, Chaplain Carl 
Elder. 
Irving Lyons, New Orleans, sent 
Johansen check for $1,200 
among all patients. Mr. Lyons 
wrote that the gift was sent “on behalf 
our many friends who have contri- 
buted the fund.” This cash gift 
mounted $3.13 for each patient. This 
annual gift goes way back into the his- 
tory this hospital, having 
gun during the days that this was 
state institution. 


FRIENDS BUY DUCK AND 
STAR STAFF FEASTS 


combination birthday surprise par- 
for Ann Page and Christmas party 
fer members THE STAR staff was 
the occasion Dec, for roast duck 
chocolate cake luncheon the press- 
room. Flying down from Shreveport for 
the affair was Mom Miller, who was 
largely responsible for the party through 
check from her friend, Henry Schwartz, 
prominent Shreveport architect and 
through the contributions two organ- 
izations which she active, the Lowe- 
McFarlane Unit the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary and the 4th District Den- 
tal Auxiliary. Mrs, B.L. Spann, Baton 
Rouge, also contributed, and gener- 
ous check from Delta Sigma Epsilon 
Sorority, through the personal interest 
their National President, Miss Eliza- 
beth Daniel, made possible give 
the party really festive touch. 

Numbered among the guests were Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Darwin, Mr, and Mrs. 
Frank Nesom, Mrs. Hattie Dayries, and 
Mrs. Dora Hitzman, all Baton Rouge, 
and Chaplain and Mrs. Carl Elder, 
Carville. 


Rev. J.F. Brandon, patient this 
hospital, the author booklet 
spiritual verse which has just been pub- 
lished under the title The Shepherd’s 
Call. Readers THE STAR interested 
securing copy this booklet may 
writing Mr. Brandon, U.S. 
P.H.S, Hospital, Carville, La., enclosing 
one dollar. 

Mr. Brandon who now serves li- 
brarian our patients’ library 
former missionary South America. 
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read your excellent Editor’s note 
Dad’s (Dr. Jerome Alexander) 
published the November STAR with 
great satisfaction, represents the at- 
titude which all 
should take towards new approach 
problem. 

Those who have hitherto failed 
grow cultures Hansen’s bacillus 
other means, should least give this 
methed and interpretation trial 
expressing their opinion one way 
paner the “International Journal 
Leprosy.” likely that some workers 
heve cultivated the Hansen bacillus 
the past, but threw their cultures away 
instead inoculating animals and wait- 
ing. They, doubt, disregarded non- 
acid-fast forms possible phases the 
organism. continuing isolate the 
same pleomorphic microorganism from 
the blood Hansen’s disease patients, 

Eleanor Alexander-Jackson, Ph.D. 

Research Bacteriologist 

Laboratory for the Study Prolifer- 

ative Diseases 

The Presbyterian Hospital 
Newark, New Jersey 


* * 


have just received the November 
number THE STAR which you 
review book The Mask Lion 
and want thank you for the interest 
vou have taken and for all the trouble 
you have gone order rectify 
that which must necessarily have irked 
you about the way treated subject. 

have, course, since long been 
aware Carville’s splendid efforts 
eliminate the odium very wrongly at- 
tached the vulgar and, agree with 
vou entirely, faulty appellation Han- 
sen’s disease. know all about the reso- 
lution the Havana Congress and 
can assure you that thought deeply be- 
ignoring that resolution, thing 
would certainly not have done had 
written scientific paper. was 
was writing novel not primarily in- 
tended for the enlightened American 
reader and found utterly im- 
possible, also for purely artistic reasons, 
designate characters “patients 
suffering from Hansen’s Until 
Mr. added your note, not single 
reviewer critic hesitated use the 
more term which does, think 
show that your highly commendable ef- 
forts have not yet penetrated the 
erary world. had held myself bound 
the Havana resolution the book 
could not have been written. 

you will permit make sug- 


MAIL BAG 


term for the illness and our patients 
which would less cumbersome and 
inelegant, something which would fit 
more smoothly into the body our 
language, something which would have 
better chance catching on, some- 
thing like that were existence can 
assure you that would only too 
happy use and all power 
spread its use and thus able co- 
operate with your basically most sound 
efforts this respect. 

Though loathe disagree with your 
informant, would that were right, 
can assure you that have means 
over-emphasized the situation India 
which left only three years ago. is, 
spite all modern progress, still 
utterly appalling that mere words can 
not too strong and brutal describe 
it. 

sincerely hope that such patients 
Carville may read book will 
remembering that they are the very, 
very few who have expert care for their 
bodies and their souls and that such 
they will strong enough forgive 
indelicacy describing the plight 
their fellow sufferers who, too, are 
strong and brave, 

A.T.W. Simeons, M.D. 
Salvator Mundi International Hospital 
Rome, Italy 


* 


Dr. Simeons’ novel The Mask 
Lion, published the U.S. October 
Alfred Knopf has won critical 
literary acclaim, Frank Slaughter 
the New York Times book review said 
it, “Told with warmth and understand- 
ing this novel gives engrossing pic- 
ture world little known western- 
ers.” Through the co-operation Mr. 
statement prepared THE 
STAR, addressed reviewers and read- 
ers The Mask Lion placed 
all copies the book 
with Mr. Slaughter comments, 
“Knowing (Dr. Simeon) does the 
disease labled leprosy since antiquity, 
would doubt the first admit 
that the fiery acute infection India 
differs quite markedly from the milder 
form occurring the United States un- 
der the correct medical name Han- 
sen’s disease. Although the author de- 
scribes the Indian form realistically and 
authoritatively, the people are inter- 
esting that the reader quickly forgets 
their disease.” 

STAR stated The Mask Lion had 
been published England the 
title Holy Scum, This was the informa- 
given us, but have since learned 


from Dr. Simeon that England, too, 
his book was published only under the 
title The Mask Lion. Says Dr. 
Simeons, “Holy Scum was working title 
with which one, least all 
self, was happy. The London publishers, 
Messrs. Gollancz, never even considered 
for moment. They preferred use 
The Dark Mile working 


* 


behind with remittance for the 
subscriptions THE STAR underwrit- 
ten annually Abbott Laboratories. 
let the holidays by, though, 
without having taken care the matter. 
Attached voucher for the amount 
required. With it, please accept the Ab- 
bott organization’s and own personal 
warm good wishes for the New Year. 

Charles Downs, Vice-President 
Abbott Laboratories 
North Chicago, 


Abbott Laboratories, one the coun- 
try’s leading pharmaceutical firms man- 
ufactures Diasone, the oral sulfone drug 
used this hospital and throughout the 
world with beneficial results the 
treatment HD. 

For the past seven years, Abbott has 
annually underwritten some 
scriptions THE STAR for libraries 
medical schools, from coast coast, 
valuable service our educational pro- 
gram which warmly Ed. 


* * * 


Today have read your Thanksgiving 
epistle, which think out this world, 
high caliber Ann Page. She makes the 
rest feel very ungrateful for the 
blessings for which should thank- 
ful. 

Joseph Hogan, Chief 
Construction and Maintenance Div. 
Division Hospitals 
U.S. Public Health Service 
Washington, D.C. 


* * * 


The article “For This Thank 
Thee, Lord,” the November issue 
THE STAR one the most moving 
and beautiful articles have ever 

Mrs. W.O. Kraus 
New Orleans, La. 


* ) 


The comments above were selected 
from the many 
ments our managing editor, Ann Page, 
her meaningful Thanksgiv- 
ing message. 


January 1953 
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Facts 


Lhat You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the the public toward the 
Any scheme for the control. (Hansen’s will depend 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s 
Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continental 
United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana Texas 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
eight years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors, with the exception children under 10, are 
admitted freely, nor are they required take any special 


Patients are permiticd visit their homes 
lor periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experiet.ce over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability 


Since isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE THE DISEASE THE BIG 
Once that determined, the 6,000 
vear old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
ind one would expect more cases sheer coin- 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that. good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 


conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


1871 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
subject restrictions. Massachusetts and Michigan Han- 
sen’s reportable but the patient subject RE- 
STRICTIONS.” 


e 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
vears after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


| 
| 
e 
e 
| 


“Buick Where Service Good and Prices Are Fair” 


MILLER BUICK COMPANY 


Dail 2-3781 St. 


Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


. 
> : 
ve 
a4 
= 


